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Perspectives of Ukraine-Taiwan Cooperation 

Alina Zubkovych, PhD, Associate Professor, Kyiv School of Economics  

Abstract: This article examines history of the Taiwan-Ukraine relationship, highlighting the 

importance of considering geopolitical factors when discussing trade between the two countries. 

It explores the historical evidence of cooperation between Ukraine and Taiwan, particularly 

through the efforts of post-second world war Ukrainian forces in exile aimed at promoting Taiwan 

in Germany and North America during the 1960s.  

Since Ukraine's independence, cooperation has been complex, though there have been periodic 

efforts to strengthen ties through the years on the highest level, which is presented in the article.  

Russia’s large-scale invasion of Ukraine marks a new phase, with Taiwan emerging as a strong 

supporter of Ukraine's victory. This support is demonstrated through donations, presence of the 

Taiwanese citizens fighting in Ukraine, scholarships for Ukrainians, and other initiatives initiated 

promptly by the Taiwanese government and business.  

Due to the fact that there is no official representation of Ukraine in Taipei, article covers Ukrainian 

initiatives present in Taiwan that take this role on the horizontal level.   

The author recommends further intensifying cooperation and outlines potential areas where this 

partnership can be expanded immediately. 
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Introduction  

The history of Ukrainian-Taiwan relations is relatively complex and marked by periods of 

cooperation and tension, largely influenced by geopolitical factors. Based on the historical 

meeting points that were discovered i divided it into such periods:   

1. Early Interaction and Ukrainian Exiles (1955s-1960s): 

o Ukrainian-Taiwan relations date back to the mid-20th century when Ukrainian exiles 

activists representing the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists played an active 

role to establish contacts with Chiang Kai Shek and was promoting Republic of 

China in Europe and North America.  

2. Post-Independence Era (1991-Present): 

o After Ukraine gained independence from the Soviet Union in 1991, the relationship 

between Taiwan and Ukraine remained somewhat limited due to the international 

diplomatic constraints on both countries. Taiwan’s diplomatic space was restricted 

by China, which claims Taiwan as part of its territory. Most countries, including 

Ukraine, did not establish formal diplomatic relations with Taiwan, instead 

recognizing the "One China" policy. 

o Despite this, there were constant waves of informal cooperation between the two 

countries in areas such as trade, cultural exchanges, and educational partnerships. 

While formal diplomatic ties were not established, the attempts for the closer 

cooperation were detected.  

3. Economic Cooperation: 

o Economic relations between Ukraine and Taiwan have been modest but steady. In 

the early 2000s, trade relations started to grow, particularly in areas such as 

machinery, electronics, and agricultural products. Trade between Taiwan and 

Ukraine was around $300 million annually, with Taiwan being a source of 

investment and technology for Ukraine. 

o However, trade has been complicated by political factors, including Ukraine's 

relations with China and Taiwan's diplomatic challenges globally. Still, there has 

been a consistent attempt by both nations to enhance bilateral trade despite these 

geopolitical pressures. 

4. The Russian Invasion of Ukraine (2022-Present): 



4 
 

o The large-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022 marked a significant shift in 

Taiwan-Ukraine relations. Taiwan became one of Ukraine's most vocal and 

supportive international allies, offering assistance in the form of humanitarian aid, 

donations, and medical supplies. Taiwan also supported Ukraine's sovereignty and 

territorial integrity in international forums. 

o Additionally, Taiwanese citizens have volunteered to fight alongside Ukrainian 

forces, and Taiwanese organizations have provided scholarships to Ukrainian 

students and professionals. These actions demonstrate the deepening solidarity 

between the two nations. 

o This period has also seen an intensification of calls for stronger bilateral cooperation, 

particularly in areas like defense, cyber-security, and technology. 

5. Looking Ahead: 

o Taiwan's support for Ukraine during the ongoing war with Russia has underscored a 

shared understanding of the importance of sovereignty and resistance to 

authoritarian aggression. Both Taiwan and Ukraine are facing similar geopolitical 

challenges and are united in their pursuit of self-determination and territorial 

integrity. 

o There are growing calls from both governments and civil society for further 

intensification of cooperation, especially in economic sectors such as technology, 

defense, and trade, as well as cultural and educational exchanges. 

In summary, the history of Ukrainian-Taiwan relations is one of gradual development 

marked by shared values of sovereignty and independence, with the Russia’s war in 

Ukraine (and role of China in it) serving as a catalyst for a new chapter in their partnership. 
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1. Historical ties 

1.1. Period after the Second World War: 1955 

In October 1955, Yaroslav Stetsko, a Ukrainian in exile and president of the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc 

of Peoples (ABN), visited Chiang Kai-shek in Taipei. He attended a military parade celebrating 

the Republic Day, at a time when Taiwan was under martial law, and the threat of shelling from 

mainland China loomed. A photo from the visit shows a sign pointing to a shelter, indicating the 

tense situation on the island. 

 

  

Yaroslav Stetsko and Chiang Kai-shek, 

October 1955. Photo from the Local History1  

Yaroslav Stetsko at the military parade in honor 

of Republic Day 1955, Taipei. Photo from the 

Local History2  

 

Stetsko’s visit proved to be highly significant. It marked the beginning of a key relationship 

between the ABN and Taiwan. Just one year later, a Ukrainian publishing house in Munich released 

Stetsko's work "Taiwan - An Island of Freedom and Hope." This publication, in German, included 

                                                           
1 Ярослав Стецько та президент Китайської Республіки. Історія одного фото, Павло Артимишин, Локальна 
Історія, 5.07.22, https://localhistory.org.ua/rubrics/photo/iaroslav-stetsko-ta-prezident-kitaiskoyi-respubliki-
istoriia-odnogo-foto/ 
2 Ibid 
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the Communiqué on Cooperation between the ABN and the Asian People's Anti-Communist 

League Republic of China (APACLROC), as well as Stetsko's interviews with Chiang Kai-shek 

and Ku Cheng Kang, the leader of the APACL. Additionally, Stetsko reflected on the political and 

socio-economic developments in Free China. The book aimed to highlight Taiwan’s progress 

under Chiang Kai-shek’s leadership and the growing improvements in the lives of its people, 

portraying Taiwan as a beacon of freedom in the fight against communism. 

 

Cover of Yaroslav Stetsky's book "Taiwan: the Island of Freedom and Hope". Photo from the Local 

History3 

The publication was strategically aimed at West German readers, where anti-communism was a 

central political theme during the early years of the Cold War. By promoting Taiwan’s progress 

and its alliance with the West, the book sought to generate broader support for Taiwan among 

                                                           
3 Ярослав Стецько та президент Китайської Республіки. Історія одного фото, Павло Артимишин, Локальна 

Історія, 5.07.22, https://localhistory.org.ua/rubrics/photo/iaroslav-stetsko-ta-prezident-kitaiskoyi-respubliki-istoriia-

odnogo-foto/ 
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Western powers, emphasizing that Free China needed Western backing for its continued 

development and survival. 

Chiang Kai-shek’s government, despite its defense treaty with the United States, sought to 

overcome international isolation and build broader support within Western democracies. By 

forging ties with the ABN, Chiang’s government hoped to gain access to the influential Eastern 

European diaspora in the North America, thereby influencing U.S. and Canadian policies. 

In 1956, the ABN and the APACLROC signed an official agreement on cooperation in the fight 

against communism and Russian imperialism. This was formalized with an exchange of notes in 

Rome in the spring of 1956, further solidifying the partnership between the two organizations. 

Following Stetsko’s return from Taiwan in October 1955, reports about the visit began appearing 

in the ABN Correspondence and Ukrainian Shlyh Peremohy (The Path of Victory). These 

publications, alongside special dispatches from Taiwan about the island's situation, underscored 

the growing cooperation between the ABN and Taiwan. Over the following years, the relationship 

deepened, with about 30 articles on Ukrainian issues being published in Taiwan’s press. The 

culmination of these efforts was seen in 1957, when a special mission led by Julian Zablotsky from 

the ABN visited Taiwan, further cementing the alliance. 

This exchange between Stetsko and Chiang Kai-shek was not just a diplomatic visit but a step 

toward consolidating global anti-communist forces and strengthening the cooperation between 

Ukrainian exiles and the Taiwanese government in their shared struggle against communist 

expansion. 

1.2.  Ukraine's independence: 1991 

An analysis of the cooperation attempts since 1992, initiated by both sides, reveals common 

patterns: initial enthusiasm, the start of relationship-building, followed by China's sudden 

intervention, and the subsequent halting of further interactions. The primary obstacle to the 

development of economic and any other form of friendly cooperation between the two countries 

was the influence of China, which closely monitored every action of the Ukrainian government. 

For example, after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Taiwanese government expressed 

interest to establish relations with an independent Ukraine. To establish diplomatic relations, 
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bilateral trade and scientific cooperation, the then Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Jiang Xiaoyan 

visited Ukraine twice during the forthcoming year. However, the People's Republic of China was 

doing the same.  

During his second visit to Ukraine in April of the same year, Taiwan donated medical supplies and 

offered humanitarian assistance. A total of US$10 million was allocated to purchase the donated 

medicines. Furthermore, funds were also set aside to finance the establishment of a pharmaceutical 

factory in Ukraine.4 

However, when arriving Vice Minister faced mostly sharp protests from the Chinese mission. 

Chargé d'Affaires of the People's Republic of China in Ukraine Yu Zhenqi immediately organized 

a meeting with First Deputy Foreign Minister Mykola Tochytskyi to demand that the Ukrainian 

side strictly adhere to the “Declaration on the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between 

Ukraine and the People's Republic of China.”5 

Hence, the official relations did not develop. However, the informal dialog continued and was 

growing further resulting in visit of 1996 Taiwan by the Ukrainian official representative. Later 

the same year Vice President of Taiwan Liang Zhan visited Ukraine at the private invitation of 

Kyiv University to receive an honorary doctorate. Vice President met with Ukraine President 

Leonid Kuchma, the Prime Minister, both Deputy Prime Ministers,  the Mayor of Kyiv and other 

high-level representatives.  

The trip and attempt to intensify and structure Taiwan-Ukraine cooperation caused a great wave 

of indignation by the People's Republic of China.  

China has canceled a planned visit by a large Chinese delegation to Ukraine, and refused to meet 

a Ukrainian military delegation visiting China.  

The official relations with ROC were frozen for all upcoming years; however, informal 

communication remained, though having semiformal or informal status.  

                                                           
4 Bai-Ku Wei, Viktor Kiktenko, 2007,  [Taiwan-Ukraine Relations: Bilateral Points of View], Graduate Institute of 

Russian Studies (in Chinese), "台灣與烏克蘭關係：兩造觀點彙述" 
5 Маркета Загуменска, Китай фактично став на сторону Росії, тому Україні варто розвивати активні відносини 
з Тайванем, 2022-07-21, Тексти, https://texty.org.ua/articles/107302/kytaj-faktychno-stav-na-storonu-rosiyi-tomu-
ukrayini-varto-rozvyvaty-aktyvni-stosunky-iz-tajvanem/ 

https://web.archive.org/web/20150612231309/http:/www.sinologist.com.ua/doc/Kiktenko/Taiwan_Ukraine.pdf
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In 2001 the former first Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk who was the parliamentarian at that 

time, visited Taiwan and met the President Chen Shui-bian. During the visit, Leonid Kravchuk 

said: “Bilateral relations between Ukraine and Taiwan should not be undermined by pressure from 

Beijing, adding that the two countries instead should establish information exchange centers in 

each other's nations to further strengthen cooperation.”6 Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine established 

the "Ukraine-Taiwan Parliamentary Association" to serve as a platform for strengthening ties 

between the two countries. The Ukraine delegation visited later the same year to Taipei.  

1.3.  One China Policy  

Ukraine's geopolitical position in the 1990s was heavily influenced by Russia, which constantly 

posed the greatest risk to its security. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Ukraine faced the 

challenge of securing guarantees for its sovereignty and safety in an increasingly complex 

international landscape. These guarantees, particularly from countries that had pledged non-

aggression towards Ukraine in exchange for its nuclear disarmament (including China’s promises 

provided in this regard), proved to be unsustainable, as demonstrated by the large-scale invasion 

in 2022. However, in the early 1990s, Ukraine could not afford to directly confront each of the 

major powers that were involved in shaping its security environment.  

Ukraine's vulnerable position led to immediate and strong opposition from China whenever the 

Ukrainian government sought to strengthen ties with Taiwan. This series of episodes began in the 

1990s and continued into the 2000s, during which China adopted a dual approach: on the one hand, 

using threats of intimidation, and on the other, offering incentives such as contracts and 

encouraging the signing of memoranda of cooperation. China's strategy was aimed at discouraging 

Ukraine from deepening its relationship with Taiwan, while simultaneously trying to secure 

economic and diplomatic cooperation. 

At the same time, Moscow was in position to open a representative office in Taipei in 1993, and 

similarly, Russia maintains a diplomatic presence in Taipei. In contrast, Ukraine was forced to 

engage with Taipei through its office in Moscow.  

                                                           
6 Office of the President of Republic of China (Taiwan), “President Chen Meets with Former Ukrainian President 

Leonid Kravchuk”, 2001-02-09, https://english.president.gov.tw/NEWS/906 
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Certain political elites in Ukraine, particularly during the presidency of Viktor Yanukovych (2010–

2014), were more inclined to strengthen ties with China. These figures were often motivated by 

private interests, as closer relations with China brought both economic benefits and political 

support. The Yanukovych administration sought to balance Ukraine's relations between the West 

and Russia, and China's involvement was seen as a way to hedge against pressures from both sides. 

Beyond economic and diplomatic considerations, China's growing presence in Ukraine was also 

part of its broader strategic ambitions in Europe and Central Asia. Ukraine's geographic location, 

at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, made it an important player in China's Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI), which aimed to develop trade routes and infrastructure connecting China to 

Europe and beyond. 

2. Economy  

2.1. Ukraine-Taiwan economic cooperation 

The bilateral trade between Taiwan and Ukraine was estimated at about $300 million. For instance, 

according to 2006 data, the estimated bilateral trade between Taiwan and Ukraine was 

approximately 330 million US dollars. By 2013, the cumulative trade value had increased to 363 

million US dollars. However, since then, trade has begun to decline. In 2019, the trade volume 

dropped to around 278 million US dollars, and by 2020, it further decreased to 221 million US 

dollars.7 

Ukrainian exports to Taiwan primarily consisted of heavy metallurgical products. Taiwan's main 

exports to Ukraine include machine parts and accessories, synthetic fiber fabrics, as well as 

telecommunications equipment. 

When examining the factors preventing development of Taiwanese-Ukrainian relations, China 

emerges as the most significant driving force. China was among the first countries to recognize 

Ukraine's independence. Consequently, Ukraine officially adopted the "One China" principle, 

signaling its intention to align with China’s stance and limiting its efforts to establish official 

relations with Taiwan. 

                                                           
7 Bai-Ku Wei, Viktor Kiktenko, 2007, ibid 
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Ukraine’s political position led to another economic factors contributing to the significant decline 

in bilateral trade between Taiwan and Ukraine. 

First, Ukrainian tariffs on Taiwanese goods were higher than those imposed on products from other 

countries. For example, goods from the US, China, or South Korea were taxed at preferential rates, 

with the tariff differences nearly doubling in comparison to Taiwanese imports. 

The second factor was the complicated logistics of shipments involving third countries. Prior to 

the large-scale invasion, most Taiwanese goods exported to Ukraine had to pass through 

intermediary countries, primarily Poland, Germany, and Russia. The additional cost of 

transshipment meant that Taiwanese products had to be sold at higher prices in Ukraine. 

The third factor was the visa issue. Businesspeople, scholars, or government representatives from 

both countries had to allocate significant time and resources to obtain visas, as they needed to visit 

the Taipei office in Moscow or the Ukraine embassy in Tokyo respectively. This cumbersome, 

time-consuming process became a major obstacle to enhancing bilateral cooperation. 

Despite these challenges, the two countries maintained horizontal-level contacts, and 

memorandums of cooperation were signed in the academic field. 

In the area of scientific and technological cooperation, institutions such as the Ukrainian Academy 

of Sciences, the Institute of Microbiology and Virology, the Institute of Physical and Technical 

Problems of Metals and Alloys, the Institute of Electric Welding, and Kyiv National University 

had established contacts. However, the scope of their collaboration remained limited due to the 

various factors mentioned earlier.8 

2.2.  Overview of Taiwan economic conditions 

Taiwan's economy is characterized by its strong industrial base, high-tech manufacturing sector, 

and significant role in global trade. Below are some key features of Taiwan's economic conditions: 

1. Technological and Manufacturing Hub 

                                                           
8 Bai-Ku Wei, Viktor Kiktenko, 2007, Ibid 
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 Taiwan is a global leader in the production of semiconductors, electronics, and high-tech 

components. The country is home to Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company 

(TSMC), the world’s largest contract semiconductor manufacturer. Taiwan's tech industry 

is crucial for the global supply chain, particularly in industries like consumer electronics, 

automotive, and telecommunications. 

 Manufacturing remains a cornerstone of Taiwan's economy, with strong sectors in 

machinery, chemicals, petrochemicals, and textiles. 

2. Trade and Export-Driven Economy 

 Taiwan is heavily export-oriented, with exports accounting for over 60% of its GDP. Its 

main trading partners include China, the United States, Japan, and the European Union. 

 Key exports include semiconductors, electronics, machinery, plastics, and textiles. 

 The country benefits from its strategic location in East Asia, serving as a key player in 

regional supply chains. 

3. Strong Financial Sector 

 Taiwan has a well-developed banking system and capital markets, which support its vibrant 

business sector. The Taiwan Stock Exchange (TWSE) is one of the more significant in Asia. 

 The government has also promoted policies aimed at encouraging investment in technology 

and innovation. 

4. Economic Growth and Development 

 Taiwan's economy has been resilient despite global challenges. In recent years, the country 

has seen steady growth, driven by strong demand for electronics and semiconductors. 

 Taiwan's GDP growth has been stable, averaging 2-3% annually, though it faced 

challenges during the global pandemic and recent economic slowdowns. 

6. Challenges 
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 Dependency on China: Taiwan's economy is closely linked to China, both as an export 

market and a source of investment. However, political tensions with China and potential 

risks from cross-strait relations have made Taiwan's economic outlook more uncertain. 

 Global Supply Chain Risks: Taiwan's heavy reliance on the global supply chain, 

especially in semiconductors, means that disruptions (such as geopolitical tensions, trade 

disputes, or natural disasters) can have a significant impact on its economy. 

7. Inflation and Monetary Policy 

 Taiwan's inflation rate has been relatively low, although it has been impacted by global 

inflationary trends, particularly due to rising energy and commodity prices. 

 The Central Bank of the Republic of China (Taiwan) manages monetary policy to 

control inflation and ensure financial stability. The central bank has also focused on 

supporting the economy through interest rates and other fiscal measures. 

8. Government Policies and Initiatives 

 Taiwan's government has introduced a variety of economic stimulus programs aimed at 

fostering innovation, expanding digital industries, and promoting green technology. 

 The "Made in Taiwan 4.0" initiative, for example, seeks to upgrade the country’s 

manufacturing capabilities to focus on high-tech industries and improve the local supply 

chain. 

Conclusions 

Taiwan’s economy is robust, with a global competitive edge in semiconductor manufacturing and 

high-tech industries. However, it faces challenges related to its political and economic relationship 

with China, demographic shifts, and supply chain vulnerabilities. Despite these challenges, 

Taiwan’s strong export-driven economy, innovative industrial base, and government policies 

position it well for future growth and development. 
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2.3. Prerequisites for Ukraine in the field of semiconductors 

According to the report by the Institute for the Future9, Ukraine has several key advantages for 

integrating into the semiconductor production chain: 1) abundant mineral reserves, 2) expertise in 

microelectronics, 3) ongoing success in developing unmanned systems, and 4) efficient decision-

making processes. 

Report describes the following characteristics:  

Ukraine is home to over 180 million tons of quartzite, a key raw material for silicon production, 

with deposits in Dnipropetrovsk, Zhytomyr, and Kirovohrad regions. The Ovrutske quartzite 

deposit, with 98.8% SiO2 content, is the highest quality in Europe, with explored reserves of 150 

million tons and predicted reserves of 500 million tons. 

The country also possesses substantial germanium reserves, representing more than half of the 

former USSR's resources, mostly in the Donbas and Lviv-Volyn coal basin. During the Soviet era, 

Ukraine produced 25 tons of germanium, about 15% of global consumption today. 

Additionally, Ukraine ranks as the fourth-largest global producer of gallium arsenide, producing 

5 tons annually, which accounts for 1.1% of worldwide output. 

Ukraine's significant reserves of high-quality graphite, totaling 18 million tons, further solidify 

its role as a key player in these industries. 

The mitigation of the risks that exist due to Russia’s current existence and its genocidal war 

of aggression against Ukraine:  

1) Underground facilities. Production is already being implemented in Ukraine, 

despite limited resources and the absence of security guarantees. 

2) Location in the distant areas.   

3) Organization of security complexes.   

 

                                                           
9 «Україна на ринку напівпровідників: стратегія стрибка у втікаючий, Insitute for the Future, 2023, 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aZhZenxf5wQlxKxkTsT-_OaWaskiVS2q/view 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aZhZenxf5wQlxKxkTsT-_OaWaskiVS2q/view
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Conclusion 

Taiwan and Ukraine’s economic relations are still in the early stages compared to other 

international partnerships, but they show promise for growth, particularly in trade, technology, 

agriculture, and post-conflict reconstruction. While political and geopolitical challenges remain, 

both countries recognize the potential benefits of strengthening their ties, and Taiwan’s 

technological expertise and Ukraine's agricultural abundance provide a foundation for further 

collaboration. 

3. Insitutions  

3.1.  Ukrainian Organisaitons in Taiwan 

In Taiwan, there are several organizations and groups that focus on fostering connections between 

Ukraine and Taiwan, as well as supporting the Ukrainian community in Taiwan. These 

organizations are often involved in promoting cultural exchanges, humanitarian support, and 

mutual understanding between the two nations. Here are the key organizations:  

1. Taiwan Stands with Ukraine10 is one of the primary organizations representing Ukrainians 

living in Taiwan. It serves as a social and cultural hub for the Ukrainian expatriate community and 

works to maintain ties with Ukraine. The association organizes events such as cultural festivals, 

Ukrainian language classes, and community gatherings. It also provides support for Ukrainians 

living in Taiwan, helping with integration and connecting them to resources. 

2. Ukraine+Taiwan Forum11   

Ukrainian non-governmental platform aimed at advocating Ukrainian-Taiwanese cooperation. The 

representatives of this initiative establish political and expert communication between two 

countries.  

3. Hata, A restaurant of Ukrainian cuisine12 based in Kaohsiung 

                                                           
10 https://www.facebook.com/twstandswithukraine 
11 https://www.facebook.com/UkraineTaiwanForum 
12 Хата 烏克蘭餐廳｜高雄特色異國料理   https://www.facebook.com/hataresto.ofc 

https://www.facebook.com/twstandswithukraine
https://www.facebook.com/UkraineTaiwanForum
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The restaurant serves both as a place that introduces Ukrainian gastronomic tradition as well as 

the initiative that connects the cultural exchange between the nations by organizing festivals and 

cultural events.  

Humanitarian Support Organizations 

Given the ongoing war in Ukraine, some Taiwanese non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and 

charities have been involved in providing humanitarian aid to Ukraine. These organizations often 

focus on sending medical supplies, financial support, and other forms of assistance. The support 

for Ukraine from Taiwanese NGOs is part of a broader solidarity movement in Taiwan, which has 

been quite vocal in supporting Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity in the face of Russian 

aggression. 

Organizations that deal with Taiwan in Ukraine:  

Ukraine-Taiwan Friendship Groups 

Informal parliamentary group "In support of friendship and cooperation with Taiwan"13  

There are also informal friendship groups and civil society organizations that aim to strengthen the 

ties between Ukraine and Taiwan. These groups typically consist of Ukrainian deputies, activists, 

representatives of academia, and business people who are interested in fostering deeper cultural, 

educational, and economic exchanges between the two countries. Since the full-scale invasion, 

there has been visible growth of attention to Taiwan by Ukrainian representatives.  Taiwan was 

visited by representatives of the parliament of Ukraine14, by former deputies15 and by civil society 

groups16.  

Taiwan External Trade Development Council (TAITRA)17:  

                                                           
13 У ВР створюють МФО "На підтримку дружби та співпраці з Тайванем", Interfax, 26.08.22 

https://interfax.com.ua/news/political/854754.html 
14 Микола Княжицький, Уроки Тайваню: як Україні не програти війну, Espreso, 10.10.24 

https://espreso.tv/poglyad-uroki-tayvanyu-yak-ukraini-ne-prograti-viynu 
15 «Тайвань хоче розвивати співпрацю й бачить в Україні потенціал» — Ганна Гопко, 

21.05.2024, https://hromadske.radio/news/2024/05/21/tayvan-khoche-rozvyvaty-spivpratsiu-y-bachyt-v-ukraini-

potentsial-hanna-hopko 
16 Перспективи співпраці України та Тайваню, Фонд Відродження 12.07.2024, 

https://www.irf.ua/publication/perspektyvy-spivpraczi-ukrayiny-ta-tajvanyu/ 
17 https://kyiv.taiwantrade.com/aboutUs?lang=en_US 
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TAITRA is a key institution in promoting Taiwanese trade and exports worldwide, including to 

Ukraine. TAITRA has organized trade missions and participated in exhibitions to boost trade 

relations between Taiwan and Ukraine. It helps Taiwanese companies explore opportunities in 

Ukraine's markets, especially in technology, agriculture, and manufacturing.  

While not specifically an "organization," various Taiwanese business chambers, trade 

organizations, and academic institutions have been involved in building connections with Ukraine. 

These institutions may have informal programs or initiatives to promote trade, research 

collaboration, and even humanitarian support. They may also host events or forums aimed at 

discussing the economic and political situation in Ukraine and fostering mutual understanding. 

3.2. Taiwanese humanitarian support since Russia’s large-scale 

invasion to Ukraine 

Taiwan has been an active and vocal supporter of Ukraine in the face of the ongoing war with 

Russia, offering significant humanitarian aid and assistance to the Ukrainian people. Taiwan’s 

contributions, though not widely publicized, are substantial and reflect the country's strong 

solidarity with Ukraine, especially given Taiwan's own struggles with geopolitical pressure from 

China. Below are the key aspects of Taiwan’s humanitarian aid to Ukraine: 

1. Humanitarian Aid and Financial Support 

 Construction of kindergarten and shelters: Taiwan has allocated over $ 1,2 million to 

reconstruct destroyed kindergarten in Irpin, Kyiv region. The support was allocated via 

partnership with Lithuanian Central Project Management Agency (CPMA).18   

 Medical Supplies: Taiwan has sent medical supplies to Ukraine, including first aid kits, 

medications, wound care products, personal protective equipment (PPE), and emergency 

medical equipment. These supplies are crucial given the heavy toll the conflict has taken 

on civilian populations and the Ukrainian healthcare system. 

                                                           
18 На знак міжнародної підтримки Тайвань у співпраці з Литвою відновив дитячий садок "Рута", 28.08.2023, 
Espresso Tv, https://espreso.tv/na-znak-mizhnarodnoi-pidtrimki-tayvan-u-spivpratsi-z-litvoyu-vidnoviv-dityachiy-
sadok-ruta 

https://espreso.tv/na-znak-mizhnarodnoi-pidtrimki-tayvan-u-spivpratsi-z-litvoyu-vidnoviv-dityachiy-sadok-ruta
https://espreso.tv/na-znak-mizhnarodnoi-pidtrimki-tayvan-u-spivpratsi-z-litvoyu-vidnoviv-dityachiy-sadok-ruta
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 Cash Donations: Taiwan has pledged financial donations to various humanitarian 

organizations supporting Ukraine, including those focusing on medical relief, shelter for 

displaced people, and humanitarian evacuations. 

 Humanitarian Fundraising: Taiwanese civil society, including NGOs and local 

governments, have organized fundraising efforts to collect donations for Ukraine. These 

funds have been used for a variety of purposes, including sending supplies, supporting 

Ukrainian refugees, and providing relief to displaced families. 

It is estimated that since the full-scale invasion, Taiwan has extended $110 million in aid to 

Ukraine. This support has included the delivery of around 1,000 metric tons of humanitarian 

assistance, along with financial contributions aimed at rebuilding Ukraine's civilian 

infrastructure damaged by Russian actions19. 

2. Taiwan’s Government and Diplomatic Efforts 

 Taiwan’s Government: The Taiwanese government, under the leadership of President Tsai 

Ing-wen, has been vocal in its support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

As an example, President Tsai Ing-wen when participating digitally in the Copenhagen 

Democracy Summit has expressed the need for the global democracies to support Ukraine.  

                                                           
19 Українсько-тайванська співпраця. Кроссекторальна перспектива розвитку, Ліберально-демократична ліга 
України та Ukraine+Taiwan Forum, 2024, https://www.irf.ua/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/ukrayinsko-tajvanska-
spivpraczya-krossektoralna-perspektyva-
rozvytku_compressed.pdf?fbclid=IwY2xjawGqosVleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHcyVZDTJS32uMjC_EZ-
ZKlRUEPZXEhavSX7GRdD0ljWo-Ch83zjjeqS7iw_aem_C16puxKSsngqlzLpGWQzHw 
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President Tsai Ing-wen at the Copenhagen Democracy Summit 2023. Speech included 

statements on support for Ukraine. Alina Zubkovych ©.    

 Taiwan's Foreign Ministry has also worked closely with international organizations 

and other countries to channel aid to Ukraine, ensuring that Taiwan's contributions are 

effectively distributed where they are needed most. 

3. Support for Students 

Taiwanese universities have also provided scholarships or waived tuition for Ukrainian students 

who have fled the conflict. This initiative is part of Taiwan's broader efforts to offer refuge and 

opportunities for education to those displaced by the war. 

4. Taiwan’s Role in International Humanitarian Relief 

 Medical Teams and Relief Operations: Taiwanese NGOs and medical relief organizations 

have sent teams to European countries that border Ukraine to assist in providing medical 

and logistical support. These groups have been involved in healthcare, psychosocial 

support, and emergency response efforts for Ukrainian refugees and internally displaced 

people. 

5. Donation of Funds for Humanitarian Efforts 
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 Taiwanese Businesses and Civil Society: Private businesses in Taiwan, alongside civil 

society groups, have made significant contributions to relief efforts. Companies donated 

monetary resources or products like medical equipment for Ukrainian civilians and 

frontline workers. For example, Pai Tsan-jung (白璨榮), chairman of Sun Jen Textile Co. 

in cooperation with Presbyterian Church of Taiwan and he National Fire Agency have 

delivered 48 firetrucks and ambulances to Ukraine20.  

 Technological support: On November 14 2023, a ceremony was held in Warsaw to sign 

Memorandums of Partnership between Ukrainian NGOs and the Taipei Representative 

Office in Poland. They provide for cooperation in the field of digitalization, joint 

educational and social projects.21 

6. Public Sentiment and Grassroots Support 

 Public and Civil Society Mobilization: The people of Taiwan have shown strong support 

for Ukraine through grassroots initiatives. Many Taiwanese citizens have organized 

fundraising events, protests, and donation drives in support of Ukraine. The Taiwan public 

has also expressed support through social media campaigns and solidarity rallies. 

 Pro-Ukraine Demonstrations: In the early stages of the invasion, Ukrainians and 

Taiwanese citizens organized pro-Ukraine rallies and marches, showing support for the 

Ukrainian people's right to sovereignty and independence. These public demonstrations 

were an expression of solidarity and a symbol of Taiwan’s commitment to human rights 

and democracy. 

                                                           
20 Taiwan to donate 48 firetrucks, ambulances to Ukraine in July, 30.06.2023, Taiwan News, 
https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/news/4932715 
21 Тайвань розвиватиме соціальні проєкти в Україні: підписано дві нові угоди, Espresso TV, 14. 11.2023, 
https://espreso.tv/tayvan-rozvivatime-sotsialni-proekti-v-ukraini 

https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/news/4932715
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Photo from ‘Taiwan Stands with Ukraine’ FB group 

8. Solidarity with Ukraine’s Digital Resistance 

 Taiwan has been a strong proponent of supporting Ukraine’s digital resistance against 

Russian cyberattacks. Taiwanese cybersecurity experts and technology companies have 

worked alongside Ukrainian counterparts to help secure vital communication networks and 

prevent digital threats from Russia. This assistance reflects Taiwan’s expertise in 

information security and its commitment to helping Ukraine in all aspects of the conflict.  

4. Perspectives 

4.1. Action points for Ukraine 

    1. Language center, translation and publishing in Ukraine&Taiwan:  

1.1. Mandarin language teaching centers, staffed by professionals from Taiwan, will help boost 

translations in both directions. Since Chinese provides access to the vast Chinese-speaking world, 

translating Ukrainian books into Chinese will play a crucial long-term role in enhancing global 

understanding of Ukraine and its perspectives. Likewise, for Ukraine, which seeks greater 



22 
 

openness and awareness of global cultures, the availability of literary translations from Chinese 

will be a vital means of cultural enlightenment. 

1.2. Sponsorship of publishing houses engaged in this field is essential. Currently, Safran, a 

Ukrainian publishing house, stands out as a leading example, having translated five books by 

Taiwanese authors. 22 

   2. University Partnerships: Taiwan and Ukraine should strengthen and widen academic 

exchanges, joint research projects, and student exchange programs to share knowledge and 

promote innovation. This could include partnerships between universities to boost higher 

education cooperation. Such a partnership can be developed across various sectors and requires 

demonstration of interest initiated by Ukrainian educational institutions. 

      Taiwan offers several scholarships for Ukrainian students, designed to support academic 

exchange and foster stronger ties between Taiwan and Ukraine. Some of these scholarships include: 

     Taiwan Scholarship Program23  – This is a government-funded scholarship that provides 

Ukrainian students with opportunities to pursue undergraduate, graduate, or doctoral degrees in 

Taiwan. 

      Huayu Enrichment Scholarship24 – A scholarship that focuses on language learning, offering   

Ukrainian students the chance to study Mandarin Chinese at various universities in Taiwan.  

Taiwan International Cooperation and Development Fund (ICDF) Scholarships25 – These 

scholarships are aimed at international students, including Ukrainians, for master's programs 

in fields such as agriculture, public health, engineering, and more. 

   3. Research and Academic Visits: Taiwan and Ukraine could facilitate research visits and 

academic conferences, enabling scholars to collaborate on topics of mutual interest, such as 

                                                           
22 About Taiwan's history and literature, Interview, 28.05.2024, Safran, https://safranbook.com/en/blog/about-
taiwan-history-and-literature/ 
23 2024/2025 Ministry of Education (MOE) Taiwan Scholarship for Ukrainian Students, Taipei Representation Office 
in Poland, https://roc-
taiwan.org/pl_pl/post/8172.html#:~:text=The%20scholarship%20provides%20an%20opportunity,NT%2420%2C000
%20for%20graduate%20students. 
24 https://roc-taiwan.org/pl_pl/post/8111.html 
25International Cooperation and Development Fund  
https://www.icdf.org.tw/wSite/np?ctNode=31561&mp=2&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAjeW6BhBAEiwAdKltMo_
A6nhewVXu0TsAO42pdKsdXlQUocvE4RsHr5s76_PZVcu4EKRviBoCGBkQAvD_BwE 
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technology, medicine, and security studies. Taiwanese universities have launched a set of 

scholarship opportunities since the large-scale invasion26.  

  4. Business-to-Business Cooperation: Both nations should develop economic ties through direct 

business partnerships, joint ventures, and trade agreements. Taiwan's expertise in technology and 

manufacturing could complement Ukraine's agricultural and industrial sectors. 

4.2. Key steps in the long run:  

 Initiation of the public discussion on the benefits of mutual partnership 

 Expression of interest in strengthening cooperation by the civil society actors, politicians 

and municipalities that are already engaged in the process.  

 Establishing a representation office in Taipei (for example in the form of the Ukrainian 

Institute) 

5. Liberalization and simplification of the visa regime for Taiwan inhabitants willing to come 

to Ukraine 

6. Information campaign among the academic institutions about the opportunities for 

cooperation 

7. Work on the long-term strategic partnership in the engineering and hi-tech spheres.   

Conclusions 

The historical relationship between Taiwan and Ukraine has been shaped by geopolitical 

complexities and external pressures, particularly from China. From the early Cold War years, when 

Ukrainian exile leader Yaroslav Stetsko visited Taiwan in 1955, to the more recent challenges of 

building bilateral relations, both nations have shared a common interest in countering communist 

expansion, but their cooperation has been constrained by China’s influence. 

Taiwan and Ukraine have made several attempts at building economic and diplomatic ties since 

Ukraine's independence in 1991. However, the recurring intervention of China has consistently 

hampered formal relations, with Ukraine being forced to adhere to the "One China" policy to avoid 

jeopardizing its relationship with Beijing. Despite these pressures, informal exchanges, 
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particularly in cultural and academic spheres, have persisted over the years, fostering cooperation 

at the grassroots level. 

Economically, bilateral trade has fluctuated but generally remained modest. Taiwan exports 

machinery and electronic goods to Ukraine, while Ukraine sends agricultural and metallurgical 

products to Taiwan. However, challenges such as high tariffs, complicated logistics, and visa 

issues have hindered the full potential of this relationship. China's strategic interests and Ukraine's 

need for support from Russia and the West have also contributed to the limited growth of bilateral 

cooperation. 

The Russo-Ukraine war has altered the dynamics of Ukraine’s foreign relations, with Taiwan 

increasingly expressing support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. Despite the 

ongoing geopolitical tensions, both nations continue to explore opportunities for collaboration, 

particularly in areas like technology, education, and agriculture. 

In conclusion, the Taiwan-Ukraine relationship, though limited in scope, holds significant 

potential for future cooperation. As both countries face common challenges in the face of external 

pressures, there may be new opportunities for strengthening ties, particularly in areas where shared 

interests align, such as defense, technology, and post-conflict reconstruction. The history of their 

interactions shows that despite external challenges, Taiwan and Ukraine have managed to maintain 

a connection based on shared values of independence and resistance to authoritarianism. 

By looking at examples set by the U.S. and European countries, which have successfully 

collaborated with Taiwan through research/culture/trade insinuations, as well as joint factories 

based both in Europe and the US, research visits for engineers, and robust trade cooperation, 

Ukraine can learn the value of such partnerships.  

Given Taiwan’s respect for democratic values, its special attitude and respect to Ukraine, and by 

demonstrating the willingness to support Ukraine, there is a significant opportunity to establish a 

unique and successful cooperation.  

The long-run goal is to establish facilities in Ukraine that will be part of the semiconductor supply 

chain. This partnership holds the potential to enhance Ukraine’s standing on the world stage in this 

regard. 
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The current policy advice suggests that Taiwan and Ukraine should strengthen their bilateral ties 

through various civil society initiatives and partnerships.  

 

 


