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English abstract:

In December 1949, the Central News Agency (CNA, Zhongyang tongxunshe H1 3118 511 #1) relocated

from Mainland China to Taiwan, becoming the official agency of the Republic of China (ROC).
Despite its pivotal role within the Taiwanese media system, the CNA’s influence on domestic politics
and international diplomacy remains largely understudied. Its strategies of internationalization during
the Cold War, however, are crucial to understanding the transformation of Taiwanese foreign policy.

Given its anomalous status in the international community, the ROC adopted unconventional
diplomatic strategies. Media outlets became crucial instruments for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the Government Information Office, serving as alternative channels to formal diplomacy. This
presentation will argue that the CNA supported Taiwanese foreign policy by cultivating partnerships
with foreign news agencies and posting correspondents abroad who served as informal political
intermediaries. Through reporting and liaison activities, CNA representatives promoted Taiwan’s
narrative as “Free China” (Ziyou Zhongguo B H H ) while casting the People’s Republic of China

(PRC) in a critical light.

The study examines how CNA activities supported Taiwanese diplomacy in Western Europe from
1950 to 1987, emphasizing the central role of media and news circulation in shaping Cold War
dynamics. It employs a historical approach and integrates Taiwanese and European archival materials,
published literature, and oral sources.

From the 1950s, the CNA opened branches in London, Paris, and Madrid, later expanding to Rome
and Bonn to counter Beijing and Xinhua News Agency’s growing influence in the region. In the
1970s, following the ROC’s UN exclusion and Sino-American normalization, it sought to strengthen
its overseas operations in countries that recognized the PRC. These developments coincided with the
international debate over the “free flow of information” doctrine. Although keen to follow US media
policy and project itself as the voice of “Free China,” the CNA struggled to present itself as a free
and independent news agency, as it operated under the leadership of the Central Committee of the
Kuomintang.
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